
	  
	  
Mandatory Read 
Nothing	  But	  the	  Truth       by Avi 
A	  ninth-‐grader's	  suspension	  for	  singing	  "The	  Star-‐Spangled	  Banner"	  during	  homeroom	  becomes	  a	  
national	  news	  story.	  
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	  
	  
Echo         by Pam Muńoz Ryan 
Lost in the Black Forest, Otto meets three mysterious sisters and finds himself entwined in a prophecy, a 
promise, and a harmonica--and decades later three children, Friedrich in Germany, Mike in Pennsylvania, and 
Ivy in California find themselves caught up in the same thread of destiny in the darkest days of the twentieth 
century, struggling to keep their families intact, and tied together by the music of the same harmonica. 
 
The Red Pencil       by Andrea Davis Pinkney 
After her tribal village is attacked by militants, Amira, a young Sudanese girl, must flee to safety at a refugee 
camp, where she finds hope and the chance to pursue an education in the form of a 
single red pencil and the friendship and encouragement of a wise elder. 
 
El Deafo      by Cece Bell 
Going to school and making new friends can be tough. But going to school and making new friends while 
wearing a bulky hearing aid strapped to your chest? That requires superpowers! (Graphic Novel) 
 
The Badger Knight 770L     by Kathryn Erskine 
In England in 1346 Adrian has three problems: he is small for his twelve years, he is an albino, so people are 
suspicious of him, and his father wants him to be a scribe, while he wants to be an archer--but when he runs 
away to join his friend in the fight against the invading Scots, he learns that war can be a lot more complicated 
then he imagined. 
 
Finding Ruby Starling      by Karen Rivers 
Through e-mails, letters, blog entries, and movie scripts, twelve-year-old Ruth, an American girl, and Ruby, an 
English one, discover that they are long-lost twins. 
 
Vango: Between Sky and Earth (Book1)     by Timothée de Fombelle 
A gripping mystery-adventure set in the 1930s interwar period about a character desperately searching for his 
identity.--Publisher's description. 
 
Circle of Stones       by Catherine Fisher 
The mysterious Circus--a circular street of thirty houses--in Bath, England, provides the hub for three 
intertwining stories about a contemporary girl with a terrible past, an eighteenth-century architect obsessed with 
druids, and a prehistoric king who learns to fly. 
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2015	  Summer	  Independent	  Reading	  List:	  
Incoming	  8th	  Grade	  

You	  must	  read	  Nothing	  But	  the	  Truth	  by	  Avi.	  In	  addition,	  you	  are	  encouraged	  to	  read	  at	  least	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
1	  book	  from	  this	  list,	  and	  1	  book	  of	  your	  choice.	  	  This	  is	  for	  a	  total	  of	  3	  books.	  	  	  
Parents	  are	  encouraged	  to	  review,	  discuss	  and	  decide	  with	  their	  child	  what	  titles	  would	  be	  best.	  

	  



The Swap        by Megan Shull 
When seventh-grader Ellie, who is having best-friend problems, and eighth-grader Jack, who is under 
tremendous pressure from his father, switch bodies and lives, they learn a great deal about themselves and the 
opposite sex. 

 
Allies and Assassins      by Justin Somper 
Sixteen-year-old Jared inherits the throne of Archenfield after his older brother, Prince Anders, is murdered. He 
relies on the twelve officers of the court to advise him but soon suspects one of them could be responsible for 
his brother's death and vows to hunt down the killer, who may be after Jared as well. 
 
The Only Thing to Fear  820L    by Caroline Tung Richmond 
It has been nearly seventy years since Hitler's armies won the war, and sixteen-year-old Zara St. James lives in 
the Shenandoah hills, part of the Eastern American Territories, under the rule of the Nazis--but a resistance 
movement is growing, and Zara, who dreams of freedom, may be the key to its success. 
 
Skink – No Surrender      by Carl Hiaasen 
With the help of an eccentric ex-governor, a teenaged boy searches for his missing cousin in the Florida wilds. 
 
The Iron Trial: Magisterium  830L   by Holly Black 
Warned away from magic all of his life, Callum endeavors to fail the trials that would admit him to the 
Magisterium only to be drawn into its ranks against his will and forced to confront dark elements from his past. 
 
Glass Sentence: Mapmakers   810L   by S.E. Grove 
In 1891, in a world transformed by 1799's Great Disruption--when all of the continents were flung into different 
time periods--thirteen-year-old Sophia Tims and her friend Theo go in search of Sophia's uncle, Shadrack Elli, 
Boston's foremost cartologer, who has been kidnapped. (Series)  
 
Creature of Moonlight   930L   by Rebecca Hahn 
Marni, a young flower seller who has been living in exile, must choose between claiming her birthright as 
princess of a realm whose king wants her dead, and a life with the father she has never known--a wild dragon. 
 
Guys Read: The Sports Pages     by Jon Scieszka 
A witch doctor puts a curse on Derek Jeter and a lucky grapefruit determines the winner of the World Series in 
ten funny and inspiring original sports stories. Black-and-white illustrations.  (Series) 
 
The Crossover       by Kwame Alexander  
Can Josh, a basketball player who, as he puts it, is “Always AGITATING / COMBINATING / and 
ELEVATING his game,” succeed without his twin, Jordan, alongside him?  
 
The Cabinet of Curiosities: 36 Tales Brief & Sinister 
Thirty-six eerie short tales, most of which were originally published on the blog of the same name, relate to an 
imaginary museum of creepy artifacts and are arranged into such thematic "drawers" as love, luck, song, and 
fairy tales. 
 
The Thickety Book 1      by J.A. White 
Shunned by villagers who convicted her mother of witchcraft years earlier, Kara is lured by an unusual bird into 
a forbidden magical forest where she discovers a strange book of unspeakable power that may have belonged to 
her mother. 
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Paper Towns    850L    by John Greene 
One month before graduating from his Central Florida high school, Quentin "Q" Jacobsen basks in the 
predictable boringness of his life until the beautiful and exciting Margo Roth Spiegelman, Q's neighbor and 
classmate, takes him on a midnight adventure and then mysteriously disappears. (For Mature Readers) 
 
The Testing  830L     by Joelle Charbonneau 
Sixteen-year-old Malencia (Cia) Vale is chosen to participate in The Testing to attend the University; however, 
Cia is fearful when she figures out her friends who do not pass The Testing are disappearing. (Series) 
 
Uglies   770L     by Scott Westerfeld 
Just before their sixteenth birthdays, when they will will be transformed into beauties whose only job is to have 
a great time, Tally's best friend runs away and Tally must find her and turn her in, or never become pretty at all. 
(Series) 
 
A Little Something Different  660L   by Sandy Hall 
A romance between two college students, Gabe and Lea, is told through the perspectives of fourteen onlookers, 
from Lea's roommate to Gabe's best friend, their creative writing teacher, and the barista at the local Starbucks. 
 
The Night Gardener    690L  by  Jonathan Auxier 
When orphaned Irish siblings Molly and Kip arrive to work as servants at a creepy, crumbling English manor 
house, they discover that the house and its inhabitants are not what they seem. Soon, the siblings are confronted 
by a mysterious stranger and the secrets of the cursed house will change their lives forever. 
 
Brett McCarthy: Work in Progress  700L  by  Maria Padian 
Eighth-grader Brett McCarthy--once good student and best-friend-to-Diane, now suspended and friendless--
faces school and family troubles as she grapples with her redefined life. 
 
The 5th Wave     690L   by Richard Yancey 
Cassie Sullivan, the survivor of an alien invasion, must rescue her young brother from the enemy with help 
from a boy who may be one of them.   
 

Non-Fiction 
Frozen in Time      by Mark Kurlansky 
Adventurer and inventor Clarence Birdseye had a fascination with food preservation that led him to develop and 
patent the Birdseye freezing process and start the company that still bears his name today. His limitless curiosity 
spurred his other inventions, including the electric sunlamp, an improved incandescent light bulb, and a harpoon 
gun to tag finback whales. This true story of an early inventor/entrepreneur is not only thrilling but also explains 
the science and early technology behind food preservation.  
 
Unbroken: An Olympian's Journey from Airman to Castaway to Captive   by Laura Hillenbrand 
On a May afternoon in 1943, an American military plane crashed into the Pacific Ocean and disappeared, 
leaving only a spray of debris and a slick of oil, gasoline, and blood. Then, on the ocean surface, a face 
appeared. It was that of a young lieutenant, the plane’s bombardier, who was struggling to a life raft and pulling 
himself aboard. So began one of the most extraordinary sagas of the Second World War.  
(The Young Adult Adaptation) 
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Popular: A Memoir 730L     by Maya Van Wagenen 
Stuck near the bottom of the social ladder at “pretty much the lowest level of people at school who aren’t paid 
to be here,” Maya has never been popular. But before starting eighth grade, she decides to begin a unique social 
experiment: spend the school year following a 1950s popularity guide, written by former teen model Betty 
Cornell. 
 
Chernobyl’s Wild Kingdom: Life in the Dead Zone by Rebecca L. Johnson 
After the 1986 Chernobyl nuclear explosion in Ukraine, scientists believed radiation had created a vast and 
barren wasteland in which life could never resurface. But the Dead Zone, as the contaminated area is known, 
doesn't look dead at all. In fact, wildlife seems to be thriving there. The Zone is home to beetles, swallows, 
catfish, mice, voles, otters, beavers, wild boar, foxes, lynx, deer, moose—even brown bears and wolves. Yet the 
animals in the Zone are not quite what you'd expect. Every single one of them is radioactive. 
 
The Next Wave: The Quest to Harness the Power of the Oceans  by Elizabeth Rusch 
Journey to the wave-battered coast of the Pacific Northwest to meet some of the engineers and 
scientists working to harness the punishing force of our oceans, one of the nature’s powerful and renewable 
energy sources. With an array of amazing devices that cling to the bottom of the sea floor and surf on the crests 
of waves, these explorers are using a combination of science, imagination, and innovation to try to capture wave 
energy in the hopes of someday powering our lives in a cleaner, more sustainable way. 
 
Arctic Thaw: Climate Change and the Global Race for Energy Resources  
by Stephanie Sammartino McPherson 
As climate change quickly transforms this “icebound frontier into a land of opportunity,” the Arctic has become 
“the scene of an ever-growing power struggle.” Source notes. Glossary. Selected bibliography. Sources for 
further information. Index. Full-color photographs and maps. 
 
Writing Magic  780L      Gail Carson Levine 
Author Gail Carson Levine shares her secrets of great writing. She shows how you, too, can get terrific ideas for 
stories, invent great beginnings and endings, write sparkling dialogue, develop memorable characters—and 
much, much more.   (Writer to Writer 2nd Book) 
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